



Mo 


h- 
rk 
he 
ch 
ng 
ok. 


cet 
of- 


ng- 
in- 
hat 


[os- 


ck. 
32 
73 
hth 
min 
— 


van, 
ace 


Su- 
ans, 


H. 


+ On 
zg, of 
. and 


nding 
it the 
led a 
| pur- 
from 
their 
found 
them. 
atten- 
2 with 
atives 
ll was 
atten- 
laque- 


anne 


ITE, 


UENES USUB UB NUD. 


A RELIGIOUS, AND LITERARY JOURNAL. 





VoL. XVIII. 


wo. 17. 


SEVENTH-DAY, FIRST MONTH, 18, 1245. 





brought me in sight of the celebrated Bocca} A great number of the common fruit trees 
Tigris, the entrance to the Canton river. | of the country, are also growing all over the 
ea The forts, which were destroyed during the| plains and near the side of the river. The 
PUBLISHED WEEKLY. war, are now rebuilt on a more extensive nee Guava, enna (Coshie peosiotnn 
i dolla: blein advance, | scale, and if manned with English soldiers, no hee, Longan,-Oranges, umelows, 
Pee man gnete ee foot ia the world Soukt pass thems ivishehe bevdaan dhaqsiaeine’ Kinds. Besides these, there 
ubscriptions and Paymentsreceived by . , Thala. Bahvan end ethee 

4 : ing blown to pieces. I fancy, however, that jare the Cypress, ya, Banyan, t 
ae We raga the Chinese, although they have had a lesson | kinds of fig-trees, and a species of pine, called 
No. 50, NORTH FOURTH STREET, UF STAIRS, a the art of war by which they will be more | by the — ne ware ye from its are 
difficult to conquer again, would still, with all| ing always by the sides of the rivers and ca- 
Por ne their forts, afford oa a feeble resistance |vals. The bamboo and a kind of weeping 
against the military and naval tactics of the | willow, very much like our own, are also fre- 
From the Atheneum. | English or other civilized nations of the west. | quently met preg The aan ee - 
Inside of the Bogue, the river widens very | nese give to the latter, is the ‘ sighing - 
CABTOR BITES, SR SIVER TiS Bis. much, and scgmaaa ie appearance of an in low, coneidian rather curiously with our own 
The Tigris or Canton river, is certainly one | land sea; the view is now beautiful and high- | term of weeping, and when taken in connex- 
of the most imposing and striking objects|ly picturesque, the flat cultivated land near | ion with the historical fact of the Jews weep- 
which the traveller meets with in this cele-|the shores forming a striking contrast to the | ing by the streams of Babylon, and hanging 
brated country. The sea, near its mouth, is|barren hills on the outside of the forts; the their harps upon the willow tree, shows that 
studded all over with numerous islands, of|hills in the distance appear to encircle the | this tree is regarded as the emblem of sorrow, 
which a good view is obtained in going over | extensive plain, and although, like the others | as universally as the dark and sombre pine 
from Hong Kong to Macao; and in sailing | just noticed, particularly barren, yet make a} and cyprus are considered in all countries fit 
from either of these places to Canton, we pass | fine back-ground to the picture. A few miles | companions to the cemetery and churchyard. 
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a succession of them, most of which are moun- | further up the river, the shipping in Blenheim 


Large quantities of the water lily, or lotus, 


tainous, having huge masses of rock and yel- | 
low gravelly clay protruding here and there 
all over the surface, and but thinly covered 
with vegetation of any kind. 

i ‘however, in our progress we 
have views of beautiful bays with a few acres 


and Whampoa reaches come into view; the|are grown, both below and above the city, 
celebrated Whampoa Pagoda, and several oth- |nene the sides of the river, and embanked in 
ers of less note, besides numerous other tow-| the same manner as the rice fields. ‘This is 
ers and joss-houses, all remind the traveller | cultivated both as an ornamental plant, and 
that he is now approaching the far-famed city }for the root, which is brought in large quan- 


of Canton, one of the-ricliest impor-} tities to the markets, aud of which the Chi- 


of level land near the shore, in the midst of| tant cities in the celestial empire. Thenoble|nese are remarkably fond. In the summer 


which there are some pretty houses or huts, 
surrounded with a few trees and shrubs. In 
sailing through amongst these islands one is 
apt to think that in the retirement of such 
dwellings, far removed from the vicious world, 
and the “ busy hum of men,” the inhabitants 
must indeed be happy and innocent, having 
their few wants abundantly supplied by the 
rice which grows luxuriantly around their 
dwellings, and by the never failing supply of 
excellent fish, which are easily caught in the 
sea. But these dreams of happiriess and in- 
nocence are soon dispelled—these quiet villa- 
ges abound with pirates, who frequently com- 
mit acts of the most cold-blooded cruelty, and 
render the passages between Hong Kong, 
Canton, and Macao, unpleasant and dangerous. 
Lorchas having a valuable cargo on board, 
are frequently attacked, and the crew. and 
passengers murdered for the sake of the con- 
tents of the vessel, which is generally ran- 
sacked, and afterwards burned or destroyed. 
A short time since, a most affecting case of 
this kind happened, in which an English med- 
ical gentleman was one of the victims. He 
had taken a passage for Macao from Hong 
Kong, on his way to England, from which he 
had been absent from his wife and family for 
several years, and was barbarously murdered 
near some of the islands on the passage. 

A few hours’ sail with a fair wind and tide, 





river, by its numerous ramifications, now|and autumn months, when in flower, these 
forms many islands,—on one of Which the/| fields have a gay and striking appearance— 
small town or village of Whampoa is built,| but at other seasons, when the leaves and 
but the truant streams return again to the| flowers have decayed, the water has a stag- 
parent, and flow together into the sea at the|nant and dirty appearance, not at all orna- 
Bogue. mental to the houses round which the lotus 

Tain quantities of rice are grown, both on | grows. 
the islands formed by the river, and on the 
flats on the main land; the tide is kept out by ne ' 
embankments, where of course the ground} One of the most striking sights which meet 
can be overflowed at will. These embank-| the eye on the Canton river, is the immense 
ments are not allowed to be idle, but are made | number of boats which are moored all along 
to produce crops of plantains, as well as to | the shore, near the foreign factory. Hun- 
preserve the ground from the inundations of | dreds of thousands of all kinds and sizes, from 
the tide. When the land is too high to be|the splendid flower-boat, as it is called, down 
overflowed by the tide, the water-wheel is|}to the small barber’s scull, forming a large 
brought into play, and it is perfectly astonish- | floating city, peopled with an immense vum- 
ing how much water can be raised by this| ber of human beings. In sailing up the river, 
simple contrivance ina very short space of| you may sce a very small boat, perhaps the 
time. smallest you ever witnessed, exposed on the 

Sugar-cane is also grown rather extensive- water, being nothing more than a few planks 
ly near Whampoa, and is an article in great} scooped out and fastened together. This is 
demand amongst the Chinese in a raw state. | the barber’s boat, who is going about, or ra- 
It is manufactured into sugar candy and brown | ther swimming about, following his daily avo- 
sugar; many kinds of the latter being parti-| cation of shaving the heads and tickling the 
cularly fine, though not much used by the fo- ears and eyes of the Chinamen ; by-the-bye, 
reigners who reside in the country ; they gen- | this same barber has much to answer for, for 
erally prefer the candy reduced to powder, in| his practice has a most prejudicial effect upon 
which state it is very fine and white. I have |the eyes and ears of his countrymen. He, 
not met in any part of the country with our | however, works his little boat with great dex- 
loaf sugar, and I suppose it is not made. terity, and with his scull manages to propel 


BOATS ON THE CANTON RIVER, ETC. 
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floating city of boats, larger and more power- 
ful than his own. Then you see boats of va- 
rious sizes, such #8 those at Macao and Hong 
Kong, covered over, divided into three com- 
partments, and kept remarkably clean and 
neat. These are hired by either natives or 
foreigners for going out to the large junks or 
other vessels moored out in the river, or for 
short excursions to the island of Honan, the 
Fa Te gardens, or such places. The centre 
division forms a very neat little room, having 
windows in the sides, ornamented with pic- 
tures and flowers of various kinds. ‘The com- 
partment at the bow is occupied by the row- 
ers, and that at the stern is used for prepar- 
ing the food of the family to whom the boat 
belongs. 

The boats belonging to the Hong merchants 
and the large flower-boats are very splendid 
ones, arranged in compartments like the oth- 
ers, but built in a more superb and costly man- 
ner. The English reader must imagine a 
wooden house raised upon the floor of the 
boat, having the entrance near the bows; 
room being left there for the boatmen to stand 
and row. This entrance being the front, is 
carved in a most superb style, forming a pre- 
lude to what may be seen within. Here nu- 
merous lanterns hang from the roof; looking- 
glasses, pictures, and poetry adorn the sides 
of these splendid showy cabins, and all the 
peculiarities of this peculiar people are ex- 
posed to our view in these their floating pal- 
aces. 

Then there are the Chop boats, which are 
used by the merchants for conveying goods to 
the vessels at Whampoa, passage-boats to 
Hong Kong and Macao, and various parts of 
the country. The Mandarin boats, with their 
numerous oars, have a strange appearance as 
they pull up and down the river. I have seen 
a single boat of this kind with forty oars on 
one side, eighty in all; and the large un- 
wieldy junks for going out tosea. ‘There are 
various modifications of all these kinds of 
boats, fitted each for the particular purpose 
for which it is designed. At festival times, 
the river has a gay and striking appearance, 
particularly at night, when the lanterns are 
lighted, and boats gaily decorated with them 
move up and down in front of the factory. 
The effect produced upon a stranger at these 
times by the wild and plaintive strains of Chi- 
nese music, the noisy gong, the close and sul- 
try air, the strange people, full of peculiari- 
ties and conceit, is such as he never forgets, 
and leaves a kind of mixed impression of plea- 
sure, pity, admiration, and contempt upon his 
mind. ‘Throughout the whole of this large 
floating city, the greatest regularity prevails ; 
the large boats are arranged in rows, forming 
streets, through which the small craft pass 
and repass, like coaches and other vehicles 
in a large town. The families who live in 
this manner seem to have a great partiality 
for flowers, which they keep in pots, either 
upon the high stern of their boats, or in their 
little parlours, ‘The Chinese arbor vite, Gar- 
denias, Cycas revoluta, cockscombs, and 
oranges, seem to be the greatest favourites 
with them. A joss-house—small, indeed, in 
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nary importance. 
of the arts of peace that knit our people in 
closer relations of union and brotherhood, 
The Magnetic Telegraph annihilates distance. 





THE FRIEND. 





many cases, but yet an altar—is indispensa- 
ble to all these floating bouses. Here the 
joss-stick and the oil are daily burned, and 
form the incense which these poor people of- 
fer to their imaginary deity, 


Whole streets of wooden houses are also 


built upon the sides of the river and the nu- 
merous canals in the suburbs of Canton, upon 
stakes which are driven firmly into the mud. 
These dwellings resemble the travelling shows 
which one often sees in the market towns of 
England ; suppose that instead of the wheels 
which these vehicles generally have, they 
were supported upon posts over water, and 
crowded together in hundreds and thousands, 
forming crooked and irregular streets, then 
you have a good idea of the dwelling-houses 
of the Chinese on the Canton river. 
sands of the inhabitants live and enjoy health 
and happiness in such places, which, accord- 
ing to our ideas, would soon be graves for 
Europeans—such is the difference of consti- 
tution. 


Thou- 


I was much surprised at the old women 


and young children bathing in the river, 
which indeed looked like their natural ele- 
ment; and they seemed quite as much at 
home there as the fishes which swim in the 
same water. The Chinese boat population 
are famous for their prowess in and under the 
water. At Hong Kong a few days ago, when 
some officers went out to the harbour to take 
some Chinese thieves, the Chinamen all jump- 
ed overboard, and dived out of sight and es- 
caped. 


THE MAGNETIC TELEGRAPH. 





ITS CONTEMPLATED EXTENSION—ITS NATION- 
e AL IMPORTANCE. 


The contemplated extension of the Magne- 
tic Telegraph by private enterprize, from 
New Y to Boston, may be hailed as a 
e march of intelligence of no ordi- 
It is one of those triumphs 


So complete is this annihilation, that the news- 
papers at Baltimore have made arrangements 
to report the proceedings of Congress by te- 
legraph, so as to have the intelligence from 
the capital (40 miles distant) as soon even as 
the Washington papers. A like effect will 
happen when the line is established between 
New York and Boston. ‘The news from Eu- 
rope brought by the Boston packet will be 
known in New ¥ork (220 miles distant) as 
saon asit is in Boston. And so likewise when 
the line is completed between Albany and 
Buffalo, which we understand is in contem- 
plation. Will not the telegraph literally ren- 
der our people one family !—for when it is 
fully extended threughout the Union, our 
brethren in Louisiana will receive intelligence 
from their brethren in New York and Maine, 
almost as quick as if they were seated around 
the same board—within the sound of each 
other’s voices. Perhaps it is not figurative to 
say that hundfeds of miles will then seem no 
more than previously as many hundred feet. 
All know the wonderful influence rail-roads 


have exercised in drawing distant parts of the 
country together, and in breaking up the pre- 
judices and asperities of sections. Utica and 
Syracuse now almost seema part of Albany. 
A few years since they were afar off. The 
iron horse which bas diminished the time in 
travelling, has brought about this revolution, 
but still more remarkable is the telegraph. 
Under its operation New Orleans will be near- 





\er to New York, so far as regards the trans- 


mission of intelligence, than Albany is now. 

It will tertainly seem odd, but such will 
most assuredly be the ease, that the result of 
the election in New Orleans will be known in 
New York, on the same evening. And thus 
when it is extended to all our principal cities, 
the presidential election will be known 
throughout the Union on the very day the 
votes are cast. This magical transmission of 
intelligence would relieve the anxieties, the 
doubts and the Jabours of thousands who now 
fritter away their time weeks after the elec- 
tion, in ascertaining the result in other states. 
—Albany Argus. 


' For “ The Friend.” 

“ Eighth Annual Report of the Association 

for the Benefit of Coloured Orphans.” 
New York. 1844. 


We have received a eopy of this interesting 
report, from which we learn, that sin¢e the 
opening of the Asylum, 201 children have 
been admitted. At the date of last report 73 
were in the house, and 51 have .been sinee 
admitted, making 124. At present there are 
106; 5 have been indentured, 9 returned to 
surviving parents, 1 left the institution with- 
out leave, and 3 died—total, 124. 

We extract the suceeeding interesting pas- 
sages from the report. 


“ It will be seen that the managers have add- 
ed 51 children to their number of pensioners 
since the presentation of their last report. They 
are happy to say, notwithstanding this increase 
of their responsibilities, that through the lib- 
erality of the public and the exercise of strict 
economy, they have been enabled considerably 
to reduce the debt for current expenses, with 
which they were encumbered at the close of 
last year. They have also completed some of 
the internal arrangements of the house, which 
were unfinished at the date of the last report. 
For the means of accomplishing this object, 
they are mainly indebted to a donation of 500 
dollars, made by one of the friends of the in- 
stitution for the espeeial purpose. The grounds, 
which have also been regulated and brought 
under cultivation, now give a more agreeable 
aspect to the exterior of the building, and wilh 
afford healthful and interesting employment to 
some of the children. ‘The duties of Superin- 
tendent and Matron continue to be satisfaeto- 
rily discharged by Otho and Catharine Shaw, 
who manifest an interest in the welfare of the 
Institution, which has merited and obtained 
the esteem and confidence of the Managers. 

“ The general health of the household has 
been good, and the thanks of the Board are 
renewedly due to Dr. James D. Fitch and 
Dr. J. M‘Cune Smith, for their professional 
services ; also to Dr. Benedict, who, residing 
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THE FRIEND. 


in the neighbourhood, has frequently officiated | ture, ‘ Out of the mouth of babes and suck- 
in cases of sudden indisposition. ‘I'he deaths | lings hast thou perfected praise.’ 
which have occurred have been from con-| “ The Board would gratefully acknowledge 
sumptive disease. One was in the case of a| the countenance and aid, which they have re- 
little boy, brought from the Alms-house when | ceived during the year, from the authorities 
about four years of age. Both his parents|of the city. The institution has been visited 
were dead, and nd knowledge was ever ob-|and inspected by the mayor and Common 
tained of his having any relatives or friends. | Council, who have since signified their appro- 
It is well remembered, that almost the first} bation by a grant to the Institution of twenty 
words that were heard from his infant lips, | additional lots of ground, adjoining their pre- 
were profane. This evil habit, the result of| mises. The facilities thus afforded are most 
early associations, was entirely eradicated, |acceptable and valuable. The grounds will 
and he proved to be a well-disposed and pro-| now permit the keeping of two or three cows, 
mising child. His penmanship was beautiful ;| as well as the cultivation of a vegetable gar- 
and he evinced an aptitude for imitating sur-|den; and the comforts and conveniences of 
roundigig objects, on paper or on his slate,| the establishment will, of course, be much en- 
which is rarely remarked in children of his| hanced. The Board have always felt that 
age.” “ He was patient and submissive during | any expenditure, beyond that which is requir- 
his last illness, but not communicative. He/jed by the real wants of the household, would 
did, however, speak of his own death, and ex-| justly expose them to public censure; but, on 
pressed his willingness and desire to depart :| the other hand, they feel that no institution, 
and surely that Divine Teacher, who had thus/| in which the actual necessities of the inmates 
enabled a feeble child to look calmly forward | are not adequately provided for, can deserve 
to the great change which was at hand, had/the approbation of the public. The children 
prepared him by the Spirit for the kingdom) in the Asylum are clothed economically, but 
of heaven. He died at the age of ten|comfortably and neatly, and are fed with plain, 
years. but wholesome and nutritious food. It is be- 
“The death of a little girl, which did not, | lieved, from estimates that have been made, 
however, actually occur at the Asylum, de-| that the cost of sustaining them may be very 
serves also to be mentioned, because it is be. | advantageously compared with that of main- 
lieved to furnish an illustration of the effects| taining the city poor, 
of the instruction imparted while there. She| “ Several children have been admitted dur- 
was placed in the Institution by her father,| ing the year under circumstances of peculiar 
when between five and six years of age, and | destitution and distress. On one of the cold- 
gave painful evidences at that time of having/est days of last winter, a little girl between 


had followed it till he became weary, and then 
laid himself down and slept until the morning. 
It was long before he found his home, and 
when he did, his aunt drove him away, and 
told him not to come there again. He was 
asked where he slept last night? ‘In this 
box.” Where would ™ sleep this night ? 
* He would sleep there again.’ ‘ Was he hun- 
gry? Not much; a woman had given him 


been attracted by an evening procession, 


sidence of his aunt, and nothing further has 
ever been learned in regard to her. His ap- 
pearance indicated great poverty. He has 
been in the Asylum ever since, a happy child, 
clothed, fed and instructed, and giving fair 
promise of future usefulness. Another little 
girl, between four and five years of age, was 
found at night in the street, and taken to the 
Upper Police Office, whence, through the in- 
tervention of a benevolent individual, she was 
sent to the Asylum. She was filthy and rag- 
ged, and could give no satisfactory account of 
her friends and residence. No one has ever 
appeared to claim her. ‘These facts tell a tale 
that requires no comment. 

“ The instruction of the children must ne- 
cessarily become more and more an object of 
solicitude and interest, as the Institution en- 
larges the sphere of its operations and influ- 
ence ; and the importance to society at large, 
of education for all classes, as a means of di- 
minishing pauperism and crime, is now very 
generally acknowledged. The Managers do 
not allow children to be indentured, until they 


Sete to eat.’ He could not tell the re- 


-- 


been exposed to the contaminations of vice.| three and four years of age, was seen seated can read and write, and have some knowledge 


There was a very decided improvement, both 
moral and intellectual, during her residence | 
of four years at the Asylum. Her health | 
having become delicate, her father was desir- 
ous of removing her, and the Managers hav- 
ing ascertained that he had provided her a} 
comfortable home with a kind and respecta- 
ble coloured woman, reluctantly consented. 
After her removal, she declined rapidly. She 
talked little, but seemed thoughtful, and said 
several times that she should die soon. The 
seeds of the great and solemn truths of the 
Gospel, early implanted, were no doubt ripen- 








ing for the heavenly harvest. One morning, | 
'ed by her unsuccessful efforts; the little girl, | definitions, 16 write from dictation, and 12 


at an early hour, she sent for her kind nurse, 
and said to her, in her own childish way, 
*The bad man has no more power over me 
now. I have been a very naughty child, but 





the kind Saviour loves me, and God, for bis 
sake, has forgiven my sins. I shall die very 
soon, and be put in the cold ground, but I am 
not afraid to die, for I know that God will 
take me to heaven.’ A few days afterwards, 
immediately on waking, she asked for her fa- 
ther and sister. When they came, she looked 
sweetly in her father’s face, and said, ‘ Father, 
I want you to pray. I am going to die very 
soon ; but I am not afraid to die, for God has 
patdoned my sins, and I know that he will 
take me to heaven. I want to see you and 
H— there, and I know you cannot go there 
if you do not pray.’ She continued in a tran- 
quil state of mind until the following day, and 
just as the evening closed, gently fell asleep 
in Jesus, leaving another simple but sure tes- 
timony to the delightful declaration of Scrip- 


on the pavement in the Bowery, crying pite-|of figures. From the early age of twelve 
ously. Her mother, who was found to be in- years, at which they generally leave the Asy- 
sane, was standing not far distant, with an|lum, they cannot, as must be obvious, have 
infant in her arms. One of the Managers,| acquired much more than the groundwork 
who was passing, urged that the children} and fitst principles of general knowledge, But 
should be taken to a neighbouring house, and|the Mawagérs perseveringly endeavour _ to 
warmed. An opportunity was thus aflorded| make this elementary instruction as thorough 
of ascertaining the circumsta of their|as possible. The number of scholars in school 
case. ‘The mother, who seemed to be a de- No. 1, including day scholars, is 49 ; of these 
cent woman, had arrived that morning from | 22 write on paper, and 27 on slates. There 
the country with her children, and not meet-| are 44 who are cyphering in the simple, and 
ing her husband, as she had expected, had, it| 5 in the compound rules of arithmetic, and 21 
is supposed, for several hours traversed the| who are learning mental arithmetic. There 
streets, becoming more bewildered and excit-| are 17 who study geography, 10 history, 12 


on exposure to the air, again wept bitterly | write composition. Many of them spell and 
with cold and fatigue, and clung to her pro-| read with great accuracy ; and when it is re- 
tectress, while the mother proceeded with her! membered that most of the children admitted 
infant, without giving any heed to the child/do not know the alphabet, their improvement 
left behind. ‘They were conveyed to the|cannot but be considered a satisfactory evi- 
Alms House, where the father, apparently a | dence of their capacity, as well as of the effi- 
worthy, heart-broken man, traced them, and | ciency of the instruction received. The girls 
by his request, the little girl so painfully de-jare as far as possible taught to knit, and to 
prived of a mother’s care, was placed in the| make and mend their own clothes. The num- 
Coloured Orphan Asylum. She is now one} ber of children in the primary department is 
of its most interesting inmates, and the mother|70. They are taught spelling, reading, writ- 
continues in a state of derangement, ing on slates, enumeration, &c. Each depart- 

“The attention of another Manager was| ment is under the charge of a female teacher, 
attracted one morning last summefby the ne-| both of whom, as the Managers have pleasure 
glected and disconsolate appearance ofa little|in saying, have approved themselves to be 
coloured boy, who was seated ona large pack- | competent and conscientious in the discharge 
ing box in the Bowery. She stopped and/|of their duties. There is also in each depart- 
asked him of his home. He said he had none.| ment a monitress, educated and retained in 
He had lived with his aunt; but to use his|the Asylum for this especial purpose. The 
own expression, ‘she had cleared him out.’| children have also the use of a well-chosen 
The little fellow had, as it appeared on inqui-| library of 776 volumes, and a number of co- 














































































furnished weekly.” 
“The religious instruction of the children 
has always been made a paramount considera- 























































heart and the acti 


of his mercy in Jesus Christ. 


who have been bound out. 


Philadelphia.” 


For “‘ The Friend.” 
WISDOM. 
are peace.” 
Where lie thy paths, oh, Wisdom, where 
Leads the straight course from every snare ? 
How shall the spirit, bound below, 
Alluriog pleasures all forego? 
How shall the heart by passion driven, 
With carnest faith lay hold on heaven? 
Unswerving still maintain the right, 
‘ Guided by Virtue’s steady light ? 


Teach me, oh, Holy Spirit, teach 

My soul that glorious height to reach, 
Above the tempting scenes of life, 
Debasing cares and follies’ strife ; 

Let me with stedfast zeal pursue 

What conscience prompts me here to do; 
And still with high and pure intent, 

Use well the talent God has lent ; 
Devout, may daily prayer ascend, 

And holiest thoughts and feelings blend ; 
More may my deeds of love abound, 
More may I render good around :-— 
But, while I prune and trim with care 
My neighbours’ vines, may I beware 
‘That my mind’s garden may be free 
From weeds and thorns’ deformity ; 

Nor whiie for others’ good I crave, 
Forget J have a soul to save! 


Wisdom, may I thy ways pursue, 
And keep the heavenly goal in view ; 
May solid joys with years increase, 
And the heart rest in perfect peace! 

D. L. D. 
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respective limits, in relation to a supply of th 





















pies of two useful periodicals for children, are 


tion ; for while the managers would neglect 
nothing calculated to qualify them for practi- 
cal usefulness, they believe that no idea can 
exercise so apes an influence over the 

ons, as the thought of an 
ever-present God, or relieve the painful sense 
of responsibility and guilt which it must pro- 
duce, but the knowledge of the only channel 


“ Gratifying intelligence has been received 
during the year from most of the children 
Several boys 
were indentured last spring under more than 
usually favourable circumstances. One of 
them, a very promising lad, has been to. the 
great gratification of the Managers, placed in 
a Manual Labour School in the vicinity of| the first day of the Fourth month next. 


“ Wisdom’s ways are ways of pleasantness, and all her paths 


For “* The Friend.” | 


The Bible Association of Friends in Ame- 
rica is now possessed of a considerable income, 
which it is disposed to apply to the gratuitous 
distribution of the Holy Scriptures amongst 8 0 : , : ; 
Friends and professors, who are not provided, Association of Friends in America, having the 
and whose means are too limited to purchase | appro 
them ; also to sell them at low prices to oth- 
ers. The Corresponding Committee request 
that the Auxiliaries will furnish an accurate 5 ) F the purpo 
account of the situation of Friends within their | of supplying Friends and others, in this vicin- 
e|ity, with the Holy Scriptures, encouraging 
Scriptures—stating distinctly the number of] the frequent and serious perusal of them, and 
families which are destitute, and also the num- 
ber of individuals who can read, who do| their invaluable contents; also, of co-operat- 
not own a copy, and are not able to purchase | ing with the Bible Association of Friends in 
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age and reflection, may have free access to 
the Scriptures, and be encouraged to peruse 
them. 

It is contemplated that the necessary in- 
formation will be acquired, and the distribu- 
tion effected, chiefly by Auxiliary Associa- 
tions; and it is very desirable that, where 
such associations do not exist, they should be 
established at an early period, and reported to 
the managers. To promote this object, the 
rules for Auxiliaries adopted by the parent 
Association, are herewith published. 

The Corresponding Committee earnestly 
request that Auxiliaries will furnish answers 
to the subjoined queries at an early period, 
and forward them, addressed to George W. 
Taylor, agent, so that they may be received 
at the office, No. 50 North Fourth street, by 


Tuomas Kinzer, f Corresponding 
Joun G. Hoskins, Committee. 


Phila., First month 7th, 1845, 


QUERIES. 


1. What number of families or individuals 
have been gratuitously furnished with the 
Holy Scriptures by the Association during 
the past year ? 

2. What number of Bibles and Testaments 
have been sold by the Association within the 
past year? 

3. How many members, male and female, 
are there belonging to the Association; and 
what number of families of Friends reside 
within its limits ? 

4. Are there any families of Friends with- 
in your limits not supplied with the Holy 
Scriptures ; and if so, how many ? 

5. How many members of our Society, 
capable of reading the Bible, do not own a 
copy ? 

6. How @fany Bibles or Testaments may 
probably be disposed of by sale within your 
limits ? 

7. Is the income of the Auxiliary suffi- 
cient to supply those within its limits who are 
not duly furnished with the Holy Scriptures ? 

8, What number of Bibles and Testaments 
would it be necessary for the Bible Associa- 
tion to furnish gratuitously, to enable the 
Auxiliary to supply each family, and each 


reading, who is destitute of a copy, and una- 
ble to purchase it? 


Rules for the Government of Auziliary Asso- 
ciations. 


The objects and constitution of the Bible 





rules, to be called the “ Auxiliary 
Bible Association of Friends,” for the purpose 
















three months, on the 
At the first Quarterly Meeting in each year, 
a statement of the accounts, and of the num- 
ber of Bibles and Testaments distributed, and 
on hand, shall be exhibited; the several offi- 
cers appointed ; and a detailed report of the 
proceedings during the preceding year, be 
prepared and forwarded to the Secretary of 
the Bible Association of Friends in America ; 
to attend the annual meeting of which, dele- 
gates may -be appointed. 


member of our Religious Society, capable of 


bation of this meeting, it is agreed, that 
a society be now formed under the following 


promoting a more accurate knowledge of 


one. The Association is desirous that every | America, in furthering their important ob- 
member of our Religious Society, of suitable | jects in other places. 


RULES. 


Ist. Any person paying to the Treasurer 
dollars at one time, or dollars annu- 


ally, and being a member of the Religious 
Society of Friends, shall be a member of this 
Association. 


2d. Any member of the Bible Association 


of Friends in America, residing in this dis- 
trict, shall be considered a member of this 
Auxiliary Association. 


3d. The officers of this Association shall 


be a Secretary, Treasurer, and a Committee 
of Correspondence. 


4th. The Committee of Correspondence 


shall consist of the Secretary, Treasurer, and 


members, to be chosen annually : they 


shall have the power of filling vacancies in 
their own body, and shall be authorized to act 
on behalf of the Association, during its recess : 
they shall meet monthly, and keep fair min- 
utes of all their proceedings, which, with the 
correspondence, shall be laid before the Asso- 
ciation at its Quarterly Meetings. 
bers shall form a quorum. 


mem- 


5th. The Association shall meet once in 
day of . 


6th. The amount of subscriptions and dona- 
tions to this Association, after deducting the 
necessary expenses, shall be remitted annually 
to the Treasurer of the Bible Association of 
Friends in America, in consideration of the 
provision made in the tenth article of its con- 
stitution, viz.: ‘The full amount paid by 
Auxiliary Societies to the Treasurer of this 
Association, shall be returned to them, if de- 
manded within the current year, in Bibles or 
Testaments at the lowest prices, subject to 
the regulations which may be established by 
the acting committee ; but all sums not so de- 
manded shall remain at the disposal of this 
Association, to aid in promoting its general 
objects.” 

7th. Every subscriber to this Association 
shall be entitled to a return of one-half of the 
amount of his life or annual subscription, in 
Bibles or Testaments at cost, under such re- 
gulations as may be hereafter adopted. 

8th. The members of the Association shall 
appoint committees, whose duty it shall be to 
solicit subscriptions in their respective neigh- 
bourhoods, and to inquire what families, indi- 
viduals or schools, are in want of Bibles or 
Testaments, and make report thereof to the 
Association, or the Committee of Correspon- 
dence, in order that they may be promptly 
supplied, either at prime cost or otherwise, 
according to circumstances. 

9th. A list of such committees shall be 
kept by the Secretary; and at every Quar- 
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terly Meeting, each committee shall be called 
upon to report the state of its neighbourhood ; 
the amount of moneys collected, and the num- 
ber of Bibles and ‘Testaments distributed or 
required, 

10th. Any member, ceasing to be a member 
of the Religious Society of Friends, shall 
cease to be a member of this Association. 


THE SHELTER. 


The Ninth Annual Report of the Association 
for the Care of Coloured Orphans. Adopt- 
ed First month 3rd, 1845. 


In again bringing into view the situation of 
the inmates of The Shelter, we feel that we 
have nothing of striking interest to communi- 
cate to our friends; yet desire gratefully to 
commemorate the continued care of Him, who 
has condescended to bless the peaceful abode 
of the coloured orphan, and enabled us to per- 
sist in our efforts “‘ to deliver the fatherless,” 
and those who have none to help them. And 
although we sometimes go on our way under 
a feeling of discouragement, because we have 
neither storehouse nor barn, yet we cannot 
refrain from endeavouring to gather these lit- 
tle ones, trusting that ‘ He who suffereth not 
a sparrow to fall on the ground without his 
notice,” will supply the wants of this little 
flock, which is of more value than many spar- 
rows. 

From the statement of the account of our 
Treasurer, it will appear that our means have 
been insufficient without borrowing, to enable 
us advantageously to carry on the operations 
of the Institution, which has naturally had a 
depressing influence ; yet this very effect has 
arisen from a cause calculated to aflurd plea- 
sure, having been produced, in part, from the 
character of The Shelter becoming better 
known and more fully appreciated, by those 
who have had the charge of children suitable 
to place therein—a greater number having 
been admitted the last year, than during any 
similar period. Some of these were found un- 
der peculiarly touching circumstances, literal- 
ly suffering from penury and neglect ; and 
others exposed to the baneful influence of un- 
disguised wickedness. An instance may here 
be mentioned, to exemplify what has been sta- 
ted, of a little boy taken from these demorali- 
zing associations, who remained a short time 
previous to his admission in The Shelter, at the 
house of the Manager who had been instru- 
mental in rescuing him. The child, feeling 
sensible of the happy change in his situation, 
evinced his gratitude, by a desire to do some- 
thing for his benefactress, inquiring eagerly 
if there was anything he could “ do or get for 
her,”—and naming an article he thought she 
might need, added, “ he could soon steal her 
a little!” 

Recently, two orphan sisters were discover- 
ed, exposed to all the hardships and tempta- 
tions of a life of street-begging ; going forth 
in the morning, and depositing every evening 
their daily collections in the hands of the per- 
son who so unfeelingly sent them abroad on 
this degrading avocation. 

In the cold season of winter, the attention 


of the Committee of Admission was called to 
the situation of a little girl, who was cast 
upon the world in a state of utter destitution, 
having been found by a humane neighbour in 
bed with the remains of her father, who died 
the night previous of a lingering consumption. 
On inquiry, it was ascertained she was an 
older sister of one who had been bequeathed 
to us several years ago, by her mother, on her 
dying bed. ‘The education of the child last ad- 
mitted having been entirely neglected, she re- 
quired strict watchfulness on the part of her 
caretakers, as her conversation was very im- 
proper, and even profane; but by the judi- 
cious management of the matron and teach- 
ers, she was gradually brought into submis- 
sion to the order and discipline of the house. 


power, through the liberality of their friends, 
to alleviate the sufferings of this afflicted and 
often neglected portion of the human family, 
acknowledge their wages have been sure ; and 
it is cause of thankfulness, thus to be instru- 
mental in removing these little innocents from 
the contagion of evil. 


tee for each month, relative to the domestic 
concerns of the household, and the progress of 
the pupils in learning, have been satisfactory ; 
proving that the interest and care of the ma- 
tron and teachers, are unabated, and produc- 
tive of good. With few exceptions, the chil- 
dren have enjoyed an unusual share of health 
throughout the year. One of our little girls 
died of consumption, on the 28th of Sixth 
month last, without much apparent suffering. 
Although it is a trial to lose these helpless 
ones, for whom our sympathies have been 
awakened, yet we have the consolation of be- 
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The Managers in having had it in their 


The reports of the Superintending Commit- 


lieving, that every necessary attention is be- 
stowed upon them, calculated to render the 
closing periods of their lives comfortable. 

The continued care of Dr. Casper Wistar, 
in his professional capacity, demands our ac- 
knowledgments ; and whilst we refrain from 
much expression relative to his benevolent 
exertions, we feel and properly estimate his 
skill and ability in administering to the chil- 
dren who claim his notice. 

We record with feelings of sorrow, the re- 
moval by death of two valued members of the 
Association ; one of whom was instrumental in 
its establishment in 1822. But whilst we 
mourn their loss, their labours are a sweet 
memorial of them. 

The Managers feel the responsibility attach- 
ed to them in binding the children for a term 
of years, and endeavour to place them in situ- 
ations favourable to the growth of religion and 
morality, where their minds may be impress- 
ed with the necessity of conforming to habits 
of industry, in order that they may not only 
become useful members of the families in 
which they may reside, bat fitted to discharge 
the future duties of life with respectability and 
comfort. Several of the girls have been re- 
tained in The Shelter until their eighteenth 
year, with a view of relieving the Association 
from employing additional assistance, which 
would otherwise be indispensable ; the number 
thus continued, have the advantage of becom- 


house work, combined with the privilege of 
improving themselves in school learning. 


The practice of taking the older children to 


meetings for Divine worship on First-day 
mornings, is adhered to, and portions of the 
Holy Scriptures are daily read in the family 
and school. 


The scholars, through their own diligence, 


have furnished themselves with 25 pairs of 
stockings for the season, beside several pairs 
of mittens, &c., and finished 356 articles of 
clothing and house linen during the year. 


Although we may not always be favoured 


to discover good. resulting from our labours, 
yet it has been a renewed source of encour- 
agement, to hear that more than an ordinary 
nuinber, who have left The Shelter this year, 
have conducted themselves agreeably to their 
employers. A little lad recently writing to 
his Teacher, for whom he appears to retain 
a strong regard, manifested his interest in 
the Institution; his obligations for the in- 
struction received, whilst a member of the fa- 
mily ; his desire to visit his companions and 
the home of his infancy ; as well as his satis- 
faction with his present condition, &c. This 
child was plucked as a brand from the burn 
ing, through the energetic exertions of a be- 
nevolent individual, who found him under the 
contro! of a sweeép-driver, to whom he had 
been sold by his relentless keeper for the pal- 
try sum of two dollars, compelled to use his 
utmost efforts at a very tender age to procure 
a miserable and hard-earned pittance—expos- 
ed to the vicissitudes of the weather, and the 
contaminating influence of surrounding evil. 


Through the generosity of two of our mem- 


bers, the play ground on the north side of The 
Shelter has been rendered more attractive by 


the erection of a summer-house, swing, &c., 
which have been constant sources of pleasure 
and recreation to the children, during the 
hours of recess; whilst the care of the garden 
remains a healthful exercise to those old 
enough to assist in its culture. 

The funds, &c. with which we have been 
intrusted, are, we believe, strictly applied to 
the uses intended, with a due regard to econ- 
omy and the comfort of the household ; and 
we earnestly solicit on behalf of the poor and 
fatherless, a continuance of the kindness of 
those who are willing to aid in sheltering 
them from suffering and vice; and desire the 
blessing of those who are ready to perish may 
rest upon them. 

It is particularly repugnant to our feelings, 
from season to season, to ask for assistance to 
enable us to sustain this interesting concern ; 
yet we feel bound to make our situation 
known, that we may not be obliged to resort 
to the painful alternative of infringing on our 
small capital to meet current expenses; as it 
has long been a favourite wish with a number 
of our friends, that the principal belonging to 
the Association might accumulate, so that at 
a subsequent period it may rely upon its own 
resources. 

We notice with gratitude the bequests 
which have from time to time been received 
and assigned us, enabling us to cherish the 
hope that the day may arrive, when the need 


ing fully acquainted with the usual routine of] for thus interceding Shall terminate. 
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We invite our patrons, and those interested; Glad we are to remember you, and reach 
unto you in the bowels of tender love, and to 
salute you at this time, and that we have this 
they may behold for themselves the happy) precious opportunity so to do; for we dearly 
group of orphans provided for by theirjlove and embrace you. Though at this out- 


in the establishment, to visit The Shelter, other! 
ated on Thirteenth and James streets, where} 


bounty. 


ward distance, yet oftentimes we confer with 


Donations, as heretofore, will be gladly re-| you, and meet with you in our spirits, and 
ceived by the Matron, at The Shelter; or in| have heavenly union with you in Christ Jesus, 
money by our Treasurer, Mary R.Carpenter,'to our great comfort, joy and refreshment ; 


71 Cherry street. 
When the former report was adopted, there 
were in the Shelter, 


Children, : - - 47 
Admitted, (1844) . - 1 
Apprenticed - 6 
Deceased, . - 1 
Now in the House, - 56 
63 63 
—_— 


For ‘* The Friend.” 
Relics of the Past.—No. 48. 


No action will conduce to our everlasting happiness, that is 
not the offspring of a heartfelt conviction of duty. Mere 


for you are nearer to us than tongue can ex- 
press or pen set down. This you can feel and 
be right sensible of. 

** We are one with you io the holy Truth, 
and dependence upon the Lord; praying, 
bending and bowing before him, that in all 
thingsiand services appointed of him, we may 
truly and sincerely be governed and guided by 
the word and counsel of his holy and heavenly 
power, and divine wisdom, that the honour 
and glory of all may be given to him. The 
Lord God knows the secrets of all hearts, and 
what they cry for unto him, that in the resur- 
rection of life eternal, they may be kept in 
the heavenly union with the living God, and 


outside imitations of the best actions of the best men, will with one another. 


never advance the imitator one step nearer heaven. 


“ Ah, dear Friends, the great and forcible 


RESEARCHES INTO THE FIRST ESTABLISHMENT | free love of our God to us, who hath so loved 


OF PHILADELPHIA YEARLY MEETING. 
(Continued from page 126.) 


In the Second month, 1684, the Yearly 
Meeting of Salem was held, and iu the Sev- 
enth month of the same year, that at Burling- 
ton. ‘The records of the proceedings of both 
these meetings are lost ; it appears, however, 
that at Burlington it was agreed that it would 


be best that but one Yearly Meeting of busi- | 


ness for these provinces should be held. This 
subject was also taken up by the Yearly Meet- 
ing in Philadelphia, which was held two weeks 
after that at Burlington. The records of this 
body, which convened on First-day, the 21st, 
and proceeded to business on Fourth-day, the 
24th, are all lost, except a general epistle is- 
sued to Friends on this continent, and an epis- 
tle to London, which we give below. It is 
an interesting fact, that women Friends also 
held a Yearly Meeting at the same time and 
place, which addressed an epistle to women 
Friends in England. ‘There was no Yearly 
Meeting of that sex then in Great Britain; 
but the meeting (probably held monthly) of 
Women Friends for London, answered it. ‘The 
answer is preserved. 


LS 


us with an everlasting love as he hath done. 
Living and most holy praises be given to his 
name. Oh! how can we admire his most 
blessed, and pure, and holy love beyond ex- 
pression. Oh! how good and merciful hath 
he been unto us in the midst of our great suf- 
ferings, and trials, and exercises we have met 
withal, as we have stood faithful. Therefore 
it is our great and unspeakable joy and com- 
fort to hear of Friends’ stedfastness, their cou- 
rage in suffering, and how precious the Lord 
is unto them. We desire and pray to the 
Lord that we may never desist from sympa- 
thizing with the dear, faithful and innocent 
suffering souls there, but may truly reach un- 
to them, meet with them, and be concerned 
with their suffering condition, as if it were 
our own. Otherwise we believe if we should 
forget the afflictions and sufferings of the 
Lord’s blessed people there, that the Lord 
would be angry with us, and not stay with us 
to do us good. We are but one body, of 
which Christ Jesus is our head, and as mem- 
bers of the body cannot suffer but the other 
members must have a feeling sense. Other- 
wise there must be a benumbedness as to feel- 


ing, or a searedness as to sense. ‘The Lord 


* Dear Friends, brethren and sisters in the] forbid this should befall any of us here, unto 
holy faith of which Christ Jesus is the author.| whom the God of heaven hath been gracious, 
“In the true love of God, we dearly salute | but that we all may be kept in a true and ten- 
you all, and pray that we all, in the several! der state, in the holy sense of his living and 


places and stations where God hath set us, 
may be kept faithful and diligent ; over all to 
stand in the majesty of his great and glorious 
power. Amen!” 

“ By this, ye, who are our beloved in the 
Lord Jesus, may know bow it is with us here, 
as to T'ruth’s affairs. We have had lately 
two precious, heavenly and blessed Yearly 
Meetings, one at Burlington, and the other at 
Philadelphia. The Lord of Heaven was with 
us in much power and love, to the breaking 
and melting of our hearts into much tender- 
ness—everlasting praises be to his name for- 
ever, and forevermore ! 


tendering power and Spirit. 

“Dear Friends; the majesty of Truth is 
great here, and does prevail and grow and 
reign, and is become dreadful to the worker 
of iniquity: yea, it will increase more and 
more to the ends of America. The day of 
its great power and holy authority is rolling 
hither like the inundation and breaking and 
overflowing of waters. ‘The Lord knows, 
dear Friends, that ye are blessedly provided 
for, having many sweet, precious prophets 
and wise men amongst you; but, alas! this 
has been but a barren wilderness every way, 
and calls for inhabitants. But being the Lord’s 





earth, in great mercy he is pleased to give it 
a day of the visitation of his holy Gospel. 
Some know they were truly moved of the 
Lord to come hither on ‘Truth’s account ; and 
some of us believe that many more of God’s 
dear and faithful labourers will be sent hither 
into his harvest work and gospel service. We 
hope that none there who love ‘Truth’s pros- 
perity will grudge it, England is dignified 
above all nations, and more especially is be- 
come a nursery to plant the nations with ; 
even with heavenly living plants, a most holy 
root and blessed seed, that may become faith- 
ful and fruitful to the Lord. If any have not 
an eye to the Lord in coming hither to us, but 
come forwardly, or fly to avoid the cross and 
suffering, they will be but burdens to us. 
They will bea discontented, distrustful and mur- 
muring people, and ready to do the work of 
such a people in their hasty writings to Eng- 
land. The Lord blesseth his beloved honest 
people, as they wait upon him, and feel his 
blessed power and enjoy his presence ; they 
know they are his, and do not despair, what- 
ever be their exercises or outward conditions. 
The mighty God Omnipotent over all in the 
heavens and in the earth, is their God forever. 
Such as these are his encouraged plantation 
here, of which the outward is a figure. So 
we can say prosperity is here in the Holy 
Truth amongst a remnant, who have kept the 
faith. They are his Holy Church, and ‘alive 
to praise him, and can bless him for his ten- 
der mercies. 

“ Dear Friends ; at the two aforementioned 
Yearly Meetings, we had such a blessed har- 
mony together, that we may say that we know 
not that there was a jarring string amongst 
us, or any that appeared with a word of spite 
or anything of division. So the Lord’s‘eter- 
nal, unlimited power breaks down all, and 
crushes underfoot the foul, base, and ill-na- 
tured spirit in all our meetings. Wherever 
it is, we set our feet a-top of it in the Truth. 
Glorious was God in his power amongst us. 
A great multitude came of many hundreds, 
and the gospel-bell made a most blessed sound. 
There was the men and women’s meeting at 
both places in their precious services to in- 
spect into Truth’s matters, in what related to 
them; and God gave them wisdom to do it, 
and all was unanimous. We are to send an 
epistle to Carolina, Virginia, Maryland, and 
all thereaway; and also the other way to 
New England, Rhode Island, that it may be 
presented to them, if possible that from these 
remote provinces they may send two or three 
from each province to our Yearly Meeting 
here, being as a centre or middle place, That 
so communion and blessed union may be pre- 
served amongst us all over. Some are stirred 
up in their spirits to travel in the work and 
service of the gospel. 

“So, dear Friends, ye know our hearts, 
and are sensible of our tender love reaching 
to you by this our epistle, and we shall be 
glad of your epistle to us, concerning things 
with you ; and rest your dear brethren inthe 
love of God. 


“From our Yearly Meeting at Philadel- 
phia, 24th of Seventh month, 1684. 
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- Signed by appointment of the meeting. 
Thomas Janney, Wm. Yardley, 
Jno. Simcock, Roger Longworth, 





Arthur Cook, John Moon, 
Wm. Clayton, Rob’t Turner, 
Christophr Taylor, Henry Lewis. 


James Harrison, 
(To be continued.) 


Correction —In the last number of “ Re- 
lics of the Past,” page 125, 11th line of 2nd 


column, for 1682 read 1681. 


== 
’ For ‘* The Friend.” 


TEXAS. SLAVERY. 
Letter of J. C. Calhoun to W. R. King. 
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that the British government is supposed to 
have expended two hundred millions of dollars 
in the ineflectual attempt to suppress it. Yet 
if we can believe this same document, the 
slavery which feeds and stimulates this deso- 
lating traffic, will probably, if not certainly, 
be extinguished by British diplomacy, in case 
the proposed annexation should be prevented. 
Verily if the cabinet at Washington believe 
the doctrine contained in this document, it is 
pledged by the treaty of Ghent to use its best 
endeavours to defeat the project which this 
letter was designed to promote. I shall not 
pretend to foresee what construction the Bri- 
tish government may give to the proceedings 
of ours, in relation to Texas; it is; however, 
obvious that, in case the proposed annexation 










Among the documents laid before congress 
at the present session, we find a long letter 
from the secretary of state, to our minister in 
France ; the avowed object of which is to 
prepare that minister to oppose with effect, 
any effort, in case one should be made, on the 


should be effected, a charge of the violation of 
treaty may be raised, and forcibly sustained, 
by assuming the truth of the doctrine which 
the secretary advances, 

Admitting then what we are told, the Bri- 


part of the French government, to prevent or 
obstruct the annexation of Texas to the do- 
minions of the United States. This annexa- 


tion is declared to be a subject of great im- 
portance, not only to Texas and the United 
States, but to this continent and to Europe ; 


and the question is argued very elaborately, 


and with considerable ability. I am hardly 
prepared to admit that the fate of the civilized 
world on both sides of the Atlantic, is so in- 
timately connected with the question, whether 
Texas should be incorporated into our Union, 
or remain a separate government, or become 
an appendage to Mexico, as the secretary re- 


presents it to be. If, however, the defeat of 


this cherished and favourite project is to be fol- 
lowed by the consequences which he sup- 
poses, the whole civilized world is deeply 
interested in procuring its defeat. If the di- 
plomacy of Great Britain may be reasonably 
expected, in case this annexation shall not be 
consummated, to effect the abolition of slavery, 
first in Texas, and eventually in the United 


States, the Spanish islands, and the empire of 


Brazil ; if the question whether the slavery 
of the western world shall be indefinitely con- 
tinued or extinguished at an early day, is 
suspended on the annexation of Texas, then, 


indeed, every man who believes the truth of 


the gospel, and even every man who acknow- 
ledges the great principles on which the peo- 
ple of the United States assumed their station 
among the nations of the world, is morally 
bound to exert his influence, whatever it may 
be, to prevent that annexation. 

By the treaty of Ghent, the United States 
stand pledged to Great Britain to use their 
best endeavours to procure the abolition of the 
African slave-trade ; and it appears by the 
report of the secretary of the navy, that a 
squadron, with ninety-three guns, is now on 
the African coast, ostensibly designed to pre- 
vent American vessels from participating in 
this guilty traffic. Yet we have ample testi- 
mony that the trade is not suppressed ; but is 
prosecuted to a lamentable extent. It has 
been. computed that more than a thousand 
Africans, are daily sacrificed in this murder- 
ous trade. And this very letter informs us 











lish statesmen have sagacity enough to per- 
ceive, that the defeat of the project of annex- 


ation is indispensable to the extinction of 


slavery in Texas; that its abolition there 
would give a fatal blow to slavery in the 
United States; and that its abolition here 
would certainly abolish it over the whole con- 
tinent ; and then adverting to the simple tru- 
ism, that if there was no slavery in the west- 
ern world, the slave-trade would cease of 
itself; we are immediately led to the conclu- 
sion, that the annexation of Texas would be 
not only a failure on the part of our govern- 
ment to redeem the pledge contained in the 
treaty of Ghent, but the active interposition 
of an obstacle to the attainment of the object 
which both governments professed a desire to 
promote. 


But the part of the letter which more par- 
ticularly demands animadversion, is that which 
relates to the policy of England, to the effect 
of the abolition of slavery in the British colo- 
nies ; and the consequences which must result 
from its extinction in the United States. 


The secretary commences this branch of 


his subject by denying that philanthropy is the 
motive by which the British government is 
urged to attempt the abolition of slavery on 
this continent. 1 readily admit that J. C. 
Calhoun is more competent to judge of the 
motives by which politicians are generally 
actuated than I can pretend to be ; yet, know- 
ing something of the motives of philanthro- 
pists, and a little of the history of the pro- 
ceedings in connexion with the abolition both 
of the slave trade and of slavery itself, within 
the British dominions, I can inform him that 
philanthropy lies at the bottom of the whole 
procedure. The secretary indeed admits 
that humanity may have been one of the mo- 
tives, both for the abolition of the slave-trade, 
and of slavery in the British West Indies. If 
humanity, mingled with considerations of in- 
terest, could induce the British government 
to exercise its authority towards the extinc- 
tion of slavery where its power is acknow- 
ledged, it is not easy to perceive why human- 
ity may not equally operate in the exiension 
of British influence, where influence only can 
be exerted. 

The truth however is, that the subject of 
slavery and the slave-trade was taken up by 
philanthropists. While the slave-trade was 
openly prosecuted under the sanction of gov- 
ernment, and slavery was pronounced lawful 
by some of the highest legal authorities in the 
island, the celebrated philanthropist, Gran- 
ville Sharpe, was labouring to enlighten the 


We may perhaps reasonably doubt whether | public mind on the subject of slavery. By 
the continuance or extinction of slavery on | his profound researches into the principles of 


this whole continent is entirely dependent up- 
on the success or defeat of the plan which the 
cabinet appears so anxious to consummate ; 
yet as the proposed annexatior is there advo- 
cated as the only mode by which the slavery 
of the continent can be perpetuated ; we may 
rationably believe that this measure if effect- 
ed, will increase the evils of slavery, and very 
possibly prolong its date. 

Here then are we furnished, in an official 
document, issued for the avowed purpose of 
sustaining a measure of acknowledged impor- 
tance, with reasons why every friend of moral- 
ity and religion who ‘has a voice to raise, 
should protest against the proposed annexa- 
ation ; and the obligation to oppose this mea- 
sure is increased in the same ratio as the force 
which we can discover in the arguments of its 
advocate. 

As a measure of political or commercial pol- 
icy, the question of annexation sinks into com- 
parative insignificance. We need not indulge 
much anxiety whether the success or defeat 
of this project will increase or diminish by 
two or three cents, the price of sugar or cot- 
ton ; but we are deeply interested in the ques- 
tion, whether the iniquitous and demoralizing 
system of slavery is to be perpetuated on 
the American continent, or swept away by 
the swelling tide of humanity and civilization. 





English law, aided by the learning and assidu- 
ity of F. Hargrave, he at length procured the 
well known decision in the case of Negro 
Somerset, by which slavery in England was 
forever extinguished. A few years afler- 
wards, Thomas Clarkson, at the age of twen- 
ty-four, resolved to abandon the hopes of 
preferment, arising from the profession for 
which he was educated, and devote his life to 
the extinction of slavery and the slave-trade. 
By his indefatigable labours, joined with those 
of others, who, from religious and philanthro- 
pic considerations, were induced to espouse 
the same cause, the attention of the people 
was awakened ; the parliament was inundated 
with petitions for thie abolition of the slave- 
trade ; happily there was no rule there to pre- 
vent these petitions from being received and 
considered ; a few of the most enlightened 
statesmen in the nation, among whom Wilber- 
force occupied the first rank, espoused the 
cause of abolition. Indeed nearly all the 
splendid talents in the house of commons 
were ranged on that side. But the slave- 
traders, the slave-holders, and those who were 
directly or indirectly interested in the contin- 
vance of the trade, united, almost to.a man, 
in opposing, not only the abolition, but even 
the regulation of that odious traffic. And it 
is a curious coincidence, that the same kind 
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of predictions, of ruin and massacre, contests | Phillippo, 800,000 African bondsmen were 


of races, and wars of extermination, which | 
figure so conspicuously in the letter before | 
us, were copiously interlarded in the parlia- 
mentary speeches in defence of the slave- 
trade. 

At length, after a contest of about twenty 
years, during which the abominations of the 
traffic were fully exposed, and every argument 
in its defence completely refuted, the indelible | 
stigma of national abhorrence, was stamped, 
by an overwhelming majority, upon the Afri- 
can slave-trade. 

The legal abolition of the slave-trade being | 
etfected, the surviving philanthropists, through | 
whose instrumentality that great measure was 
carried, next directed their efforts to the im- 





} 


| the subject. 


made fully and unconditionally free. 

Now although the secretary professes to 
explain the cause why this change was not 
followed, in the British islands, by the disas- 
trous results, which had been predicted by 
the advocates of slavery, and which he asserts 
would arise from its abolition in the United 
States, he appears to be very ill informed on 
For we are not to suppose that 
he would intentionally authorize our minister 
to present to a foreign government, an array 
of facts and arguments, which an intelligent 
and well instructed schoolboy might refute. 
He tells the minister that, the change “ was 
brought.about gradually and peaceably, by the 
steady and firm operation of the parent coun- 


provement of the condition of the slaves in the | try, armed with complete power to prevent or 


British islands. As it was supposed that the 
slaves ought to be prepared for freedom be- 
fore they could enjoy it, repeated efforts were 
made to induce the local legislatures to meli- 
orate their slave codes, with a view of pre- 
paring their slaves for the enjoyment of free- 
dom. But the suggestions and recommenda- 
tions of the mothercountry were contemptuous- 
ly rejected ; and threats were sometimes made, 
of dissolving their connexion with the parent 
state, in case such interference with the gov- 
ernment of their slaves was not discontinued. 

The friends of the slaves at length ventured 
to declare, that the way to prepare the ne- 
groes for freedom, was to make them free ; 
and that immediate, not gradual, abolition, 
was the true method of correcting the evils 
of slavery. After the philanthropists of Great 
Britain had laboured during another twenty 
years, to effect the extinction or melioration 
of slavery in the islands, they succeeded at 
length in rousing the government to a deter- 
mination that negro-slavery should have an 
end in all their colonial dependencies. The 
government, however, was roused by first 
rousing the nation. A law was enacted, de-| 
claring that slavery should cease in the Bri- 
tish islands after the first of August, 1834.* 
But this act was clogged with a provision, to 
which the friends of emancipation were gen- 
erally opposed. A cumbrous system of ap- 
prenticeship, to continue for six years, was 
adopted as a preparation for freedom. 

In the island of Antigua, where there were 
30,000 slaves, 4,500 free coloured, and 2,500 
whites, the local legislature rejected the ap- 
prenticeship system, and adopted immediate 
emancipation. And this was done from mo- 
tives of policy alone.f| In Bermuda, where 
the whites were 5,500, slaves, 4,650, and 
free blacks 500, a similar course was pur- 
sued. In the other islands the apprentice- 
ship was adopted. But the emancipated 
slaves soon discovered that the name, rather 
than the nature of their servitude, was chang- 
ed. ‘The experiment of preparing the slaves 
for freedom, by a six years’ apprenticeship, 
was found to be a total failure; and after a 
trial of four years it was abandoned. On the 
glorious first of August, 1838, says J. M. 





* J. M. Phitlippo’s Past and Present State of Jamai- 
ca, p. 68. 
t Thome & Kimball, p. 133. 


crush at once, all insurrectionary movements 
on the part of the negroes, and able and dis- 
posed to maintain to the full, the political and 
social ascendancy of the former masters over 
their former slaves, It is not at all wonder- 
ful, that the change in the situation of master 
and slave took place under such circumstances, 


without violence and bloodshed, and that order | 


and peace should have been since preserved.” 
“ Very different,” says he, “* would be the re- 
sult of abolition, should it be effected, by the 
influence and exertions of Great Britain, in 
the possessions of other countries on this con- 


tinent—and especially in the United States, 
Cuba and Brazil.” 


(To be continued.) 


For *‘ The Friend.” 
TO MY EASY CHAIR. 


There are memories link’d with the dear old Arm 
Chair, 

That steal o’er my spirit in moments of care; 

And from the sweet influence by memory shed, 

My heart’s mental whisper is, “ blest are the dead.” 

“ Yea, blessed the dead who have died in the Lord,” 

Whose lamp was his love, and whose light was his 
word ; 

To whom the bright seal of redemption was given, 

And their sanctified souls rest forever in heaveu. 


My patriarch grandsire, like the “ ripened sheaf,” 
Meet in the heavenly garner to be stored, 

Fell, gently fell, as drops the autumn leaf, 
By all regretted, yet by none deplored. 


This was thy home, this venerable chair— 

Here to thy side I clang with my young love ; 
Fondled with childish glee thy silvery bair, 

Or read the page which tells of heaven above. 


Thy setting sun was not o’ercast with shade ; 
Sweetly thou smiled till all of life was fled : 
When in thy mother earth we saw thee laid, 
Those who best loved thee could not mourn thee, 
dead. 


Thou too, my father! loved, lamented saint ! 
Here, in this seat, thou breathed thy soul away, 
Till every pulse of life was low and faint, 
And thy pure spirit fteed from bonds of clay. 


Here, too, my sainted mother oft reclined 

[ler suffering form, ere life’s last sand had run; 
Here felt the triumphs of the immortal! mind, 

All centred in one wish, * Thy will be done.” 


Ah! if departed spirits, hovering near, 
Were guardian angels of ourselves a part, 
They would forgive the tribatary tear, 
Nor blame the sigh that speaks a wounded heart. 


Bot still the dear “ old chair” shall cherished be, 
For memory doth a charm around it throw ; 
And the old relic, like old friends, to me 
May be a solace in my hours of woe. 






THE FRIEND. 





FIRST MONTH, 18, 1845. 





The memorial of the New York Meeting for 
Sufferings to the National Legislature on the 
subject of the annexation of Texas, will be 
given next week. 


We observe that the editors of ‘“ The 


| Friends’ Library” announce their expectation 


of receiving shortly and publishing the Life 
of Samuel Neale, enlarged by considerable 
additions from his original manuscripts. Also 
the Life of Mary Neale, with some additional 
matter. Both these works, we understand, 
are in course of preparation by our friend A. 
Rawlinson Barclay, of London, and are to 
form a continuation of the valuable series 
commenced by his brother, John Barclay, of 
which several volumes were published during 
his lifetime. Everything relating to Samuel 
and Mary Neale will be interesting to those 
acquainted with their characters ; and the for- 
mer editions of their memoirs are so scanty, 
that the additional matter will be peculiarly 
acceptable. 


In our paper of to-day, page 130, will be 
found an abstract of the Eighth Report of 
the New York Association for the Benefit of 
Coloured Orphans, which we are glad to find 
so well provided for, and doing so much good. 
We also reprint, page 133, the Ninth Annual 
Report of “The Shelter” of this city. It 
will be found that our benevolent female 
Friends who have this interesting Institution 
in charge, are still circumscribed by the want 
of adequate funds to carry on advantageously 
their work of'mercy. This should not—may 
we not say, will not—long be the case. We 
commend their modest and appropriate report 
to the serious consideration of our readers. 


WANTED 


An apprentice to. the Bricklaying business, 
by a Friend of this city. A member would 
be preferred. Inquire at this office. 





Diep, Twelfth month 16, 1844, Mary, wife of Tho- 
mas Wistar, of this city, in the 80th year of her age; a 
beloved member and elder of the Western District 
Monthly Meeting. 





, on the 6th instant, Puese, wife of Jocl Wool- 
man, in the 63d year of her age, after an illness of sev- 
eral months, which she bore with Christian resignation. 
She was a consistent member of Frankford Monthly 
Meeting. On taking leave of her sister, a few days be- 
fore her close, she said “ she felt nothing in her way.” 


, on First-day, the 12th instant, Joun H. Cres- 


son, in the 66th year of his age; a member of the 
Northern District Monthly Meeting of Philadelphia. 
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